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Article 3

MEDICINE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
JACOB TAUB. M.D.. F.C.A.P."
It is with deep humility that I undertake to fill the offic£ f your
new president. My illustrious predecessors have made ou anding
records in growth of guilds and in the activities of the FedE' Uon. I
ask your continued cooperation and your prayers that the H
Spirit
may guide me and the other officers in these very important e eavors.
During the past few years the Federation has moved int i series
of new activities which have received international attention: f Health
Care of Religious and Clergy Program is moving ahead. M01 ecently
the Medical Mission project has developed. The Medica v'lission
Scholarship plan as inaugurated at the last meeting should ha, re mendous potentialities.
We hope to have closer cooperation and exchange of id,
all of the affiliated guilds. We expect to have a member from e
represented on several of our committees. By utilizing all
sources we can go on to greater goals. Our Federation
through a rapid growth phase and we need advice and cm
each of our guilds. At times. there will be a difference of ,
procedure. This is healthy. This will all culminate in deve
proper programs with which we can best serve God and Hi�

among
h group
our removing
el from
:nion on
Jing the
ick.

The names of the chairmen and present members of each i deration
committee are listed in this issue. Please write to any of the,, hen you
wish to offer suggestions or need advice.
Please remember the Federation and all of its functions in :·•)Ur daily
prayers.
J. E. HoLOUBEK. ',1.D.

Whether it is the Old Testa
ment or the New Testament the
Bible is not to be construed as a
medical textbook. It is a book of
religious and moral instruction.
Its undeviating and single purpose
is to expound the singleness. the
uniqueness and significance of God
for all mortal beings. Medicine
does not appear in the Bible as a
distinct science or art. In the Old
Testament it determines certain
hygienic laws or gives comparative
medical terms· for moral punish
ments where sin was committed;
in the New Testament it only
identifies the sick bodies which
Jesus miraculously healed.
In all religions from time im
memorial. control over health and
disease emanted from the godhead.
Before the appearance of the Is
raelites, before the time of Moses.
gods were identified with count
less diseases. There was a god for
ev ery conceivable illness and since
primitive man attributed malignant
and benign influences to animals,
lo various natural phenomena. to
• Dr.Jacob Taub is Associate Professor
of athology at New York Medical
C.Ollege, and Director of Pathology at
both Westchester Square Hospital and
St. Patrick's Home for the Aged and
ln8rm, Bronx. New York. His Biblical
l'elearch on the subject of Medicine has
been productive of many lectures and
the foregoing was one given at the an
meeting of the medical staff of St.
atrtck's Home early last year.
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objects inanimate and often repul
sive. these became his gods. The
first medicine men were the magi
cian-priests who acted as inter
mediaries between the disease
ridden populace and the multiple
deities. In their roles as invokers
they eventually learned to practice
excellent medicine. However their
charlatanism and m y s t i c i s m in
combination with the superstitions
and credulity of ancient society
produced situations where such
practitioners as Imhotep, Horus.
Aesculapius and many others be
came deified as medical and heal
in11 gods.
This type of worship with its
strange rites and cruel orgies was
eradicated, with the advent of the
Bible. Health and disease are still
considered of divine origin but the
one God cannot be controlled at
the beck and whim of the temple
functionaries. With m onotheism
the intercession by priests, sorcer
ers. incantators is prohibited and
forbidden. Bible passages show
that disease and its cure emanate
from God: "I will kill and I will
make to live. I will strike and I will
heal ... " (Deut. 32:39) "If you
will diligently listen to the voice of
the Lord, thy God, and will do
what is right in His sight and will
give ear to His commandments and
keep His statutes, I will put none
of the disease upon you which I
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